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MEMORANDIRY FCOR: Assistant Ddrecter, Ressaxrch and Reporis

SUBJEIT Report op Anbendsnce of the Anrueil Meabing
of the Associabion OFf Ameyicen Geoprophors

Lo Turpose of Teip

e Tuenty-oue (BR persomnel trovelled to Cineinnald, Ohie, tu
abtend the amnual meetlng of the Asacciatlion of Amerlean Geographens
during the pericd 31 Morch throwsn % Apeid 1957. ALl sessions were
attended so as to keep sbreest of current developmants in the profes~
sional Dleld besxding on the work of (HR and to gelin femiliinxity with
speclific resessvch projects being wndertaken &b mejor Answicern research
cenbers and universities.

b. The following ORR persooel stiended the meetings on official
traval crders:

25X1A%9a

¢c. This report is a joint report of zll the sbove-nsmed persornel.
2. fActivitles

&+ 'The (BR persounel attended yresentations on population end
settlement, regional development of Leatin Amexica; agriculbtw=al geograpliy,

industrial gecgruphy, cultural geography, climstology, political and
histarical geogreplyy, serial photographic interpretetion, coamercisl
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geography, urban geography, resouwrces, and geoporphology. ERach of thege

sezsiong included fram four o siy pepers on spaclfic aspecie of the
gemaral subjeet. In eddition, informal group dlscusslons vere asbbended
on the Internaticnal Georbysical Yeor, methods in field geogvephio
roseseh, cavtograyhy, econcaic growln, the teaching of geopvesphy, awl
the use of statistics in geograiy.

e The group participsted In an slli-dsy £ield trip wiich analyued
the chysiogreaphy sund vrben morvhology of the Cinclonsbi ares.

to By agremwent with the Cffice of Persomnel, seversl veorullmzab
conbachs were madas

e m"’ﬁ culbies
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k. Conmd tments
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%¢ Reuomuwndabliona

a. Six hundred end elgbty-two peopraghers attendsd the meebings,
waking it The largest gathering in the history of the Associntion. Tae
totel of 97 papers end dlscusslions, yresented in morning, siternom,

and evening seasions, repregevbed slgndficsct develomments in geograrhlcesl

regesrcit. OF partiouisy interest wers pepevs tresting forelgn arsss and

yoblens of anslysis and metholiologsy thet also relsate e inkelligence
gbjectives. U lg recoomendsd that peogrophere Lrom ORR attend futurs
rertings 88 o mabtber of routine.

s The repewal of personal conbtects at thete moeting effords an
ooportunity for the crosa-gvalushion of :
intaliloencs. The tripys on wivich are besed arr of common
knowiedge apd inferest o the collesguse of the sourcs of the v .
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2. The cholee m&-.emﬁmﬁ of papers related o ares ossessment
indicated thet sesdemic researchers arg haniicspped by the wevaile
abllity of sevial photogziuphy of fovelgn avess becavm of clageificatlan.
In view of the collsteral conbribution of private resesrch to the Hule
Lillment of Inteliigence objestives, 4% is recrmwended that ORR exert
ite influence %0 assure the relesse of presently unclsssified vhotogrady,
such es that teken durding the Xoreon War, %o privete individnels end
inetitutions. '

de The varisty of topics covered Dy the nepers and discussicms
served to re-guphusige the breadih of 'Tahe rasesrch cansbility thab is
avallable apong amegovarament geographers. The sessions on industrisal
geospazhy, regional eccamnic development, ssrlal phobographic interpre-~
batlon, politicsl geograzhy, epd rescurces reflected an lncrensing use
off the inter-disciplinery spproach in reglonel snd systemntle receaveh.
it is zeommended that OFR pericdlicolly veview its ldstivgs of none
sovermmental yovearch facilities a0 as 4o assure ’al.a mosh mfici@xﬂ.
ublligation of this resource in the event of cresh veguirane

25X1A%a
Speclel Assistant to Ch/G, (AR

Distribution:
2 - AD/RR
1 - st/A
1 - ORR Trelning Officer
2 - Ch/c
21 -~ 1 to each traveller
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